Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


I  L  I  B  'R  A  ;R'Y 

I  CURIENl  i 

'       JUIM  1  9  1946 

i 

I       DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

L^^^s^^.^...  

HO.  188 

FARMER  COMITTEggJT  RECEIVES  PROMOTION 

Santiago  Marquez,  a  farmer  of  Valencia  County,  has  been  appointed 
member  of  the  State  Agricultural  Conservation  Committee,  according  to 
Ct  V.  Hemphill,  Chairman.    Mr*  Hemphill  said  that  Mr.  Marquez  was  appointed 
to  fill  the  vacancy  created  "by  Prank  TV  Lopez,  Dona  Ana  County*    "Mr*  Lopez 
tendered  his  resignation  because  he  has  expanded  his  farm  and  dairy  opera- 
tions to  the  extent  that  his  entire  time  must  be  devoted  to  these  pursuits," 
Mr»  Hemphill  added. 

In  speaking  about  Mr.  Marquez,  Mr.  Hemphill  stated  that  his  farming 
experience  and  activities  as  Chairman  of  the  Valencia  Agricultural  Con- 
servation Committee  have  prepared  him  for  this  step  forward  in  the  admin- 
istration of  the  farm  program. 

WHEAT  EXPORTS  CONTINUE  TO  FALL  BEHIND  GOAL 

Shipments  of  relief  wheat  and  flour  from  the  U.  S.  in  the  first  20 
days  of  April  were  7  million  bushels  short  of  the  export  goal,  making  the 
U.  S«  19  million  bushels  short  of  meeting  commitments  so  far  this  year* 
The  U.  3».  has  agreed  to  export  22  5  million  bushels  of  wheat  between 
January  1  and  July  1,  1946.     Through  April  20  only  117-|  million  bushels  had 
been  shipped,  leaving  1072"  million  bushels  to  be  shipped  in  the  next  70  days. 

Supplies  of  grain  for  export  are  expected  to  increase  sharply  during 
May  as  a  result  of  the  30-cents  a  bushel  bonus  offer  for  wheat  and  corn, 
and  the  25  percent  reduction  order  for  the  distribution  of  flour  for 
domestic  use.     The  Department  of  Agriculture's  quarterly  report  of  wheat 
stocks  on- hand  on  April  1  showed  only  339  million  bushels  of  wheat  in  all 
positions  In  the  U.  S*.  with  2  04  million  bushels  stored  on  farms.     The  re- 
port showed  40  percent  less  wheat  in  the  U.  S#-  on  April  1  this  year  than 
a  year  ago,  and  less  wheat  than  at  any  time  since  1938.. 
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ALL  WHEAT  NOW  ACCEPTABLE  IN  EMERGENCY  PROGg^M 
The  Government1 s  emergency  wheat  purchase  program  has  been 
amended  to  apply  to  wheat  produced  prior  to  last  year  as  well  as  to  the 
1945  crop.    Only  specification  now  required  for  wheat  delivered  under  the 
program  is  that  it  meet  CCC  loan  eligibility  requirements  as  to  quality. 

SHIPMENTS  ARE  BELOW  NEEDS  TO  MAINTAIN  RATION  SYSTEM 
Shipments  of  bread  grains  from  the  U.  S.  to  the  famine-ridden  countries 
of  the  world  during  recent  weeks  have  been  insufficient  to  maintain  the 
already  inadequate  rate  of  consumption  in  many  countries  during  May,  the 
Combined  Food  Board  has  declared.    Unless  shipments  start  meeting  the  ox- 
port  goals,  established  at  the  bare  minimum,  breakdown  of  the  ration  systems 
in  the  critical  countries  is  threatened,  causing  chaos  in  food  distribution 
and  additional  misery  to  the  unfortunate.    UNRRA  countries  need  substantial 
shipments  in  addition  to  those  already  scheduled,  while  India,  Belgium, 
South  Africa  and  other  countries  are  in  the  same  position  the  Board  report- 
ed.   The  ration  in  occupied  zones  has  been  reduced  to  a  point  where  the 
productivity  of  workers  is  seriously  impaired. 

NITROGEN  FERTILIZER  SUPPLIES  GETTING  SHORT 
Continuation  of  the  coal  strike  may  affect  the  supply  of  nitrogen 
fertilizers  since  ammonium  sulphate,  used  in  nitrogen  fertilizers,  is  a' 
by-product  of  coke  plants.     Production  of  about  three-fourths  of  the 
nitrogenuous  materials  used  in  fertilizers  depends  upon  the  use  of  coal* 
Fertilizer  production  is  running  5  to  8  percent  over  last  year  with  an 
estimated  75  percent  of  the  fertilizer  for  this  season  already  delivered. 
But,  demand  greatly  exceeds  the  supply. 


PROTEIN  SET-ASIDE  CONTINUED;     1946  SOYBEAN  USE  LIMITED 
Protein  meal  processors  will  bo  required  to  continue  through  May  to 
sot  aside  10  percent  of  their  production  of  soybean,  cottonseed,  linseed 
and  peanut  meal.     The  set-aside  meal  will  be  shipped  to  New  Mexico  and 
other  designated  western  states  unable  to  obtain  their  equitable  share  of 
protein  meal  supplies. 

Meanwhile,  inventory  limitations  now  in  effect  on  the  1945  crop  of 
soybeans  have  been  extended  to  the  1946  crop.    Soybean  processors  are  limit- 
ed to  inventories  not  to  exceed  the  manufacturing  or  processing  require- 
ments for  the  period  ending  October  10,  1947,  and  seed  dealers  are  limited 
to  inventories  not  to  exceed  seed  sale  requirements  for  the  period  ending 
October  10,  1947. 

Country  shippers  are  also  limited  in  the  quantity  of  soybeans  which 
they  may  have  on  hand  and  the  order  also  provides  that  soybeans  or  edible 
soya  products  may  not  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of  feed  or  fertilizer. 

FOOD  PACKAGING  CONTAINER  SUPPLIES  ARE  LIMITED 
Shortages  of  tinplate,  nails,  wire  box  binding,  and  small  lumber 
and  veneer  will  restrict  the  output  of  crates  and  boxes  needed  to 
handlo  many  perishable  foods.    Paper  production  had  increas3d  since  the 
end  of -the  war,  but  the  demand  for  paper  has  advanced  as  shortages 
developed  in  other  food  packaging  materials.    Supplies  of  cloth  for 
bags  and  food  wrapping  are  believed  to  be  adequate* 
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COIMITTSEHBN  CANVASSING  FARISRS  TO  BRING  IN  GRAIN 
Farmcr-committeemen  in  key  grain- produc ing  states  in  the  Nation  last 
woek  began  a  farm-by- farm  canvass  to  stimulate  movement  of  wheat  and  corn 
from  granaries  into  channels  which  will  take  it  to  the  starving  in  Surooe 
and  Asia.    Armed  with  the  Government's  plan  providing  a  30-cent  per  bushel 
bonus  of  wheat  and  corn  delivered  before  May  2  5,  the  committeemen  are  ex- 
plaining both  the  program,  which  provides  payment  by  draft  from  tho  county 
AAA  office,  and  the  desperate  need  overseas  for  each  kernel  of  grain  in 
American  farmers*  bins.     Two- thirds  of  tho  national  goal  of  110,000,000 
bushels  of  wheat  needed  by  May  2  5  will  be  raised  in  Western  states,  with 
North  Dakota  carrying  the  largest  burden  —  about  40  percent  of  the  nation- 
al goal.    State  goals  also  have  been  set  for  Montana,  Kansas,  Colorado,  Idaho, 
Oregon,  Utah,  Vfoshington  and  Wyoming*    Corn  Bolt  states  are  bringing  in  the 
60,000,000  bushel  goal  for  corn  to  supplement  the  wheat,  while  the  rest  of 
the  Nation  is  helping  to  locate  and  encourage  the  marketing  of  the  balance 
of  the  wheat  goal. 

pari:  news  shorts 

Seven  percent  fewer  eggs  wore  set  and  1  percent  fewer  chicks  hatched 
in  tho  first  half  of  April  than  during  the  same  period  a  year  ago.  Fifty- 
five  percent  fewer  chicks  are  booked  for  May-June  delivery  than  a  year  ago. 

Surplus  farm  land  sales  to  April  1,  1946  total  46,322  acres  accord- 
ing to  War  Assets  Administration.  Former  owners,  including  38  veterans, 
bought  31,948  acres.    State  and  local  governments  bought  1,503  acres. 

The  program  to  stimulate  cotton  exports  through  payments  of  4  cents 
per  pound  to  exporters  has  been  extended  through  June  30,  1947  by  the  USDA, 
Since  the  program  began  in  November,  1944  it  has  been  responsible  for  the 
export  of  1,884,935  bales. 
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